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1303 Radon Code Committee Meeting 
11/29/11 

 
Call to Order: 
Don Sivigny the committee chair called the meeting to order at 9:03 A.M.  He opened the meeting by 
reminding all committee members that we must maintain professional etiquette when discussing code 
proposals.  Please allow individuals the opportunity to complete their thoughts without interruption.  
Anyone wanting to make a comment will be given the opportunity to address the committee.    
 
Karen Linner made a suggestion to number all code proposals before emailing them.  Don informed her 
that the Department has already made that correction and all future proposals will be numbered. 
      
Committee Members in Attendance: 
Don Sivigny Committee Chair – Representing the Department of Labor and industry 
Herman Hauglid Co-Chair – Representing the Department of Labor and Industry 
Karen Linner, Builders Association of the Twin Cities (BATC) 
Steve Noble, Builders Association of Minnesota (BAM) 
Rick Davidson, Association of Minnesota Building Officials (AMBO Alternate) 
Doug Determan, Association of Minnesota Building Officials (AMBO) 
Josh Kerber, Minnesota Department of Health (Alternate) 
 
Committee Members or alternates not in Attendance: 
James Vagle, Builders Association of the Twin Cities (BATC) 
Joshua Miller, Minnesota department of Health 
 
Guests in Attendance: 
Scott Nelson, Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry, CCLD 
 
Introduction of Code Changes, Committee Discussion and Consensus Results: 
Don Sivigny gave a brief introduction to the first code change proposal 1303 - #1 then he deferred the 
floor over to Rick Davidson to provide a complete introduction.  The topics covered in this meeting are as 
follows; 
 
Before Mr. Davidson continued with his proposal he wanted to make sure that the committee members 
present understood that any proposals being submitted are on his own behalf and are not to be construed 
as the views of the City of Maple Grove, its City Administrator, nor the views of the Association of 
Minnesota Building Officials as the organization.   
 
1303 -  #1  Proposal to rewrite the Scope and include an Exception which would not include dwellings 
and townhomes which received building permits prior to June 1, 2009.  Submitted by Rick Davidson 
(AMBO) 
 
After considerable discussion, the advisory committee has requested that the author rewrite the proposal 
and re-submit for review by the committee. 
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1303 - #2  Proposal to delete the definition “Active Depressurization System”  The author believes that 
language in the IRC only requires the installation of a passive system and by having the definition “active 
depressurization system” in the code, it will cause confusion to the public and code enforcement officials. 
Submitted by Rick Davidson (AMBO)  
 
After considerable discussion within the committee, they reached the consensus in favor of supporting 
this change.  The author of this proposal will complete amended language and an updated SONAR for 
this change based on the committee discussion and thoughts and return it to the committee chair. 
 
1303 - #3  Proposal to delete the definition of “Passive Depressurization System”  
The author believes that there are two definitions which are nearly identical.  In order to avoid confusion 
in the enforcement of the code the term “Passive Depressurization System” should be deleted.  Submitted 
by Rick Davidson (AMBO) 
 
After lengthy discussion, the committee reached the consensus in favor of supporting this change.  The 
author of this proposal will complete amended language and an updated SONAR for this change based on 
the committee discussion and thoughts and return it to the committee chair. 
 
1303 - #4 & #5 Proposal to modify the definition of “Soil-Gas Membrane.  Submitted by Rick Davidson 
(AMBO) and Josh Kerber, Minnesota Department of Health (MNDH) 
 
After discussion within the committee, the members reached a consensus in support of this change.  The 
author of this proposal will complete amended language and an updated SONAR for this change based on 
the committee discussion and thoughts and return it to the committee chair. 
  
1303 - #6  Proposal to delete the definition of “Sub-Membrane” The author believes that it is not 
necessary to define terms which are obvious. Submitted by Rick Davidson (AMBO) 
 
The committee reached a consensus that it was in favor of supporting this change.  The author of this 
proposal will complete amended language and an updated SONAR for this change based on the 
committee discussion and thoughts and return it to the committee chair. 
1303 - #7  Proposal to add the definition of “Vent Pipe”. 
The Author of this proposal believes that the vent pipe is a key component to a Radon System and it 
should be defined.  Submitted by Rick Davidson (AMBO) 
 
After discussion within the committee a consensus was reached in support of this proposal, however, the 
committee has agreed to revisit this proposal when we get to the Vent Pipe requirement language.  The 
author of this proposal will complete amended language and an updated SONAR for this change based on 
the committee discussion and thoughts and return it to the committee chair. 
 
1303 - #8  Proposal to modify the language for “Sub-membrane Preparation”  The author of this proposal 
has been directed by the committee to rework the proposal and resubmit for the next meeting date for 
review, questions and discussion.  Submitted by Rick Davidson (AMBO) 
 
The committee reached the consensus that this proposal should be tabled until the next committee meeting 
on December 6, 2011. 
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1303 - #9  Proposal to add the definition of “Gas Permeable Material”.  The author believes this language 
is cumbersome and it needs modification.  Submitted by Rick Davidson (AMBO) 
 
After considerable discussion within the committee, the author has agreed to amend, rewrite and resubmit 
this proposal for the next committee meeting.  
 
1303 - #10  Proposal to modify the “Soil Gas Membrane” requirement within the body of the code under 
the heading “Requirements for Passive Depresurization Systems.  The author believes that code must 
provide sufficient directions.  They believe the current language includes commentary which may lead to 
confusion.  Submitted by Rick Davidson (AMBO)  
 
Author has withdrawn his proposal and deferred to the proposal submitted by Josh Kerber. 
 
1303 - #11  Proposal to modify the “Soil Gas Membrane” requirement within the body of the code under 
the heading “Requirements for Passive Depressurization Systems.  The author of this proposal believes 
the requirements in the current language would require unnecessary sealing below the slab.  Submitted by 
Josh Kerber (MNDH) 
 
After considerable discussion of this matter, the committee has recommended the author amend their 
proposal to reword as they discussed and resubmit it at the next meeting for discussion and questions. 
 
1303 - #12   Proposal to modify the “Floor Openings” requirement within the body of the code under the 
heading “Requirements for Passive Depressurization Systems.  The author believes that the term “Sealed” 
is confusing since it is not defined and there is no real direction in the current language on how to create 
the seal.  Submitted by Rick Davidson (AMBO). 
 
After committee discussion a consensus was reached to support this change.  The author of this proposal 
will complete amended language and an updated SONAR for this change based on the committee 
discussion and thoughts and return it to the committee chair. 
 
1303 - #13  Proposal to modify the “Entry Routes” requirement within the body of the code under the 
heading “Requirements for Passive Depressurization Systems.  The author believes that the current 
language does not clearly identify how all the entry routes are to be sealed.  Submitted by Josh Kerber, 
Minnesota Department of Health. 
 
After lengthy discussion within the committee, a consensus was reached which would require the author 
to rewrite the proposal with the amended language they discussed and resubmit the proposal at the next 
meeting. 
 
1303 - #14  Proposal to remove in its entirety the language “Concrete Joints” within the body of the code 
under the heading “Requirements for Passive Depressurization Systems.  The author believes that the 
term “sealed” in the code is not clearly identified it does not provide any direction.  Submitted by Rick 
Davidson (AMBO). 
 
After lengthy discussion within the committee, a consensus was reached in support of this change The 
author of this proposal will complete amended language and an updated SONAR for this change based on 
the committee discussion and thoughts and return it to the committee chair. 
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1303 - #15  Proposal to eliminate in its entirety the language of “Sumps” found within the body of the 
code under the heading “Requirements for Passive Depressurization Systems.  Author has tabled this 
proposal at this time since there is another proposal dealing with the same issue.  Author would like to 
revisit this proposal depending on the outcome of 1303 - #16   Proposed by Rick Davidson (AMBO)  
 
1303 - #16  Proposal to modify the language of “Sumps”  found within the body of the code under the 
heading “Requirements for Passive Depressurization Systems.  The author believes it is necessary to 
clarify that sump covers must be gasketed or sealed to prevent the entry of indoor air into the system.  
Submitted by Josh Kerber, (MNDH). 
 
1303 - #17  Proposal to modify the language for “Foundation Walls”.  Author believes that the current 
language is confusing and that it can lead to misapplication.  Submitted by Rick Davidson, (AMBO) 
 
After discussion within the committee, they reached the consensus that the author amend the proposal and 
resubmit it at the next meeting. 
 
1303 - #18  Proposal to delete in their entirety the provisions for “Unconditioned Crawl Space floors”, 
“Unconditioned Crawl Space Access” and “Ventilation”  and combine these provisions into a single 
heading “Unconditioned Crawl Spaces”  The Author believes that the proposed change will make things  
easier to understand and reduce three sections into a single section.  Submitted by Rick Davidson, 
(AMBO) 
 
After discussion, the committee reached a consensus in support of this modification and has agreed to 
forward this recommendation. 
 
Don Sivigny Closing Comments: 
Mr. Sivigny thanked everyone for their attendance and their hard work.   
 
Mr. Sivigny also provided all the code section information to the committee members as requested, which 
was dealing with the installation of the fan in an attic.  Mr. Sivigny provided a document to all committee 
members with the code language and section references in electronic format on 12-2-2011.  A copy was 
also attached to these notes.    
 
Meeting Closed. 12:56 P.M. 
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Topic:  

Additional Code Sections in International Mechanical Code (IMC) and National Electrical 
Code (NEC), addressing what needs to be complied with when installing Radon mitigation fan in 
the attic area of a building. 
The radon fan by definition would be an “appliance” as defined in the IMC (See Chapter 2 of the IMC) 
 Appliance-A device or apparatus that is manufactured and designed to utilize energy and for 
which the code provides specific requirements. 
 
It does not meet the definition of “equipment” in the IMC 
 Equipment- All piping, ducts, vents, control, devices, and other components of systems other than 
appliances which are permanently installed and integrated to provide control of environmental conditions 
of buildings. This definition shall also include other systems specifically regulated in this code. 
 
IMC Section 306.3 States 
 306.3 Appliances in attics. Attics containing appliances shall be provided with an opening and 
unobstructed passageway large enough to allow removal of the largest appliance. The passageway shall 
not be less than 30 inches (762mm) high and 22 inches (559mm) wide and not more than 20 feet (6096 
mm) in length measured along the centerline of the passageway from the opening to the appliance. The 
passageway shall have a continuous solid flooring not less than 24 inches (610 mm) wide. A level space 
not less than 30 inches (762 mm) deep and 30 inches (762 mm) wide shall be present at the front or 
service side of the appliance. The clear access opening dimensions shall be a minimum of 20 inches by 30 
inches (508 mm by 762 mm) and large enough to allow removal of the largest appliance. 
 Exceptions: 

1. The passageway and level service space are not required where the appliance is capable of 

being serviced and removed through the required opening. 

2. Where the passageway is unobstructed and not less than 6 feet (1829 mm) high and 22 inches 

(559 mm) wide for its entire length the passageway shall be not greater than50 feet (15,250 

mm) in length. 

The following language is from the Official Commentary to the IMC written by the International Code 
Council (ICC) regarding this section of the code.  

There is not always sufficient room for mechanical equipment and appliance to be installed in 
spaces such as basements, alcoves, utility rooms and furnace rooms. In an effort to save floor space or 
simplify an installation, appliances and mechanical equipment are often installed on roofs, in attics or in 
similar remote locations. Access to appliances and equipment could be difficult because of roof slope, 
stone roof ballasts, or the lack of a walking surface, such as might occur in an attic or similar space with 
exposed ceiling joists. The intent of this section is to require a suitable access opening, passageway, and 
work space that will allow reasonably easy access without endangering the service person. The longer the 
attic passageway, the more the service person will be exposed to extreme temperatures and risk of injury.  
Exception 1 allows the passageway and level service space to be eliminated if the technician can reach 
the appliance through the access opening without having to step into the attic. 
Exception 2 allows the length of the passageway to be extended to 50 feet (15,250 mm) if there is a t least 
6 feet (1829 mm) of clear headroom for the entire length of the passageway. This is allowed because there 
is less danger of lengthy exposure to extreme temperatures if the service personnel can walk erect and 
unimpeded to the equipment rather than crawling. 
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Note that some appliances may not be listed for attic installation or might otherwise be unsuitable for 
such conditions. 
 
 
The following is the electrical requirements provided to the committee chair from Mr. Sam 
Sampson of the departments Electrical Education and Code Development section. 
 
 
From the 2011 NEC  
Note: this section has not changed since the 1993 NEC and is not anticipated to change in the near 
future. 
 
210.70(A) (3) Storage or Equipment Spaces.  

For attics, underfloor spaces, utility rooms, and basements, at least one lighting outlet containing a switch or 
controlled by a wall switch shall be installed where these spaces are used for storage or contain equipment 
requiring servicing. At least one point of control shall be at the usual point of entry to these spaces. The lighting 
outlet shall be provided at or near the equipment requiring servicing.   

    
   
 
 
 
 


