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Request:  Water conditioning contractors be allowed to 
do a full residential water softener installation.



Chronologically

1969     Water Conditioning Statute
2013     Minnesota Homegrown Plumbing Code
2015     Minnesota UPC Code
2017     Commercial Water Conditioning
2019     MWQA Conference
2020     Minnesota UPC Code
2022     RFI  156



1.   Statute:  May, 1969  



1969 Statute



1969 Statute



1969 Statute



1969 Statute



1969 Statute



2.   Homegrown Plumbing Code



Minnesota Code 2003

- 2015



3.   Minnesota 2015



2015



4. 2017  Commercial Water Conditioning



2017



5.   MWQA Conference 2019



MWQA Conference 2019

Questions…

- Integral 
bypass

- Raw water 
piping



6.   Minnesota 2020



2017



7.   RFI Isolation & Bypass

2022



2022



8.    Today

2024



2024



2024



9.   Requested Interpretation



4715.5100  (Minnesota Code through 2015)

A. the connection of any water conditioning equipment to an 
existing water distribution system;

B. the connection of the line carrying the conditioned water 
to the water distribution system, or raw water points to not 
needing condition water;

C. the connecting of drain and overflow lines which drain the 
equipment; and

D. providing of an air gap between the drain and the overflow 
lines and the receiving building receptor.

- 2015

Possible Interpretation A  -  Minnesota Code after Statute



Subd. 3.Water conditioning installation.  (Proposed)

"Water conditioning installation" means the installation of 
appliances, appurtenances, and fixtures designed to treat water 
so as to alter, modify, add or remove mineral, chemical or 
bacterial content, said installation to be made in a water 
distribution system established by a licensed plumber and not 
involving a direct connection without an air gap to a soil or 
waste pipe.

(1) Water conditioning installation in a single family 
residential unit, includes inlet, outlet and drain plumbing; valves 
for isolation, by-pass, or shut off; plumbing to supply 
conditioned or unconditioned water to any existing service 
outlet; and an unconditioned water faucet in the proximity of the 
water conditioning equipment.  A water conditioning installation 
does not include new fixtures or the replacement or repair of 
existing fixtures; or

(2) Water conditioning installation in a multifamily or 
nonresidential building, includes  inlet, outlet and drain piping 
of 2” nominal pipe size or less and an unconditioned water 
faucet in the vicinity of the equipment. Water conditioning 
installation in a multifamily or nonresidential building does not 
include valves required by Minnesota plumbing code that 
isolate the installation from the building distribution system. A 
multifamily or non-residential water conditioning installation 
does not de-pressurize or drain the water distribution system.

Possible Interpretation A  -  New Language, based on Statue with additional detail.
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